A Tribute to UK Liaisons to the Board of Trustees

For over fifty years, the effective interaction of the UK President and Board of Trustees has been supported by the
‘President’s Liaison to the Board.” However, the Liaison participation has generally not been made readily seen in
published pictures of Board meetings. The role was established in 1964 (1) (Timeline below) and was first filled
by Anne Wilson (2). Beginning April 1964, official Board meetings were held in a new Main Building “Board
Room” (3), instead of the President’s Office (4), with Ms. Wilson becoming reassuringly present near the Board
Chair and the Presidents (Drs. Oswald and Kirwan) (Figs. 1, 2). When the Board 5 years later conducted its first
meeting at the 18" floor of the newly constructed Patterson Office Tower (5), Ms. Wilson was seated directly at
the table, next to the new President Singletary and the Board Chair (Fig. 3). Following Ms. Wilson’s retirement
(6,7), legendary Peggy Way began her 30 year contribution (8) of facilitating effective operation of the Board
current era, the responsibility of Liaison has been upheld by Amy Hisel (9) (Figs. 10, 11) and (presently)

Katie Hardwick (10) (Fig. 12).
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The Board Chairs and Presidents have shown their reliance on the Liaison not only by how they keep the Liaison
close by, but also in the numerous expressions at Board meetings about their specific acts, including but not limited to:

getting the minutes, PR1, and other materials to the Board in advance; managing the consent agenda; handle Board
correspondence; improving the Board web site; arranging ad hoc Board meetings (including notices to members by
e-mail, fax and federal mail); scheduling the Board retreat; collecting Board member interests in Board committee
service; handle acknowledging correspondence received by Board officers or from Senate Council; support of
Presidential Search Committee including calendars, meeting equipment, other handling matters (11)(12)

More significantly, both Board Chairs and Presidents have expressed their “special thanks” for, and
reliance, on the Liaison’s commitment and counsel (13), as:

"a mainstay at the Board table"

"somebody that the Board simply cannot do without"
“keeping everything in order”

“whose behind-the-scenes efforts ‘keep this engine rolling” "

[the Board Chair valued her] "at the Board meeting and have her whispering things into his ear that he
may have forgotten to say"

[the President] “said that he is the fourth President that [she] has served. Probably more accurately,
the fourth that [she] has trained.”

[the President] “who in ways known and unknown has helped put the University’s best foot forward’
The Liaison’s service on behalf of the institution can reach heroic levels (14).

The following Gallery collects the currently internet-reachable published images of our Liaisons ‘in action’
with Presidents and Board Chairs, at official Board meetings.
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(If this is the first Board meeting attended by Peggy Way, then I infer that the hand indicated by arrow is hers)
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